






















75-Minute Writing Workout
Sacramento 

FOGcon 2

Hone your fiction-writing skills in a timed environment. All writers are welcome. 

Moderator: Vylar Kaftan 

3:00-4:15 P.M. 

Apple Pie, Rayguns, and Galactic Overlords
Salon B/C 

Tropes encode vast bits of narrative, bringing up memories of other things we've read and 

seen and relieving the author of some of the burden of exposition. How does this work? 

Where do tropes come from? What is their lifecycle? (That is, how do they segue from 

cognitive triggers and narrative support elements to tedious vehicles for cliche?) Can we 

catalog tropes? What is the, uh, scope of a trope? (Sorry.) Do scopes map nicely to 

subgenres? 

Moderator: Daniel Starr 
Panelists: Naamen Tilahun, Daniel Marcus, Michele Cox 

Judging a Book by the Girl on Its Cover
Sacramento 

Once upon a time, genre novels were frequently graced with scantily-clad women on the 

cover, whether or not the hotties were relevant to the contents. Nowadays .... well, have 

things really changed? Let's talk about the portrayal of women on genre book covers, how 

they might have changed, and what they mean. 

Moderator: Jaym Gates 
Panelists: Marie Brennan, Jean Marie Stine, Elsa Hermens 

Outlaw Bodies Roundtable
San Jose 

Sometimes, just being who you are is enough to make you an outlaw -- whether that's 

because you're a POC in a sundown town, a genderqueer person in a sexually-binary 

society, or a cyborg in a flesh-only space station. What examples of this do we have in the 

literature, and how do people cope -- both in the real world and in the literature? This will 

be a roundtable/ salon-type discussion. 

Facilitator: Lori Selke 

Santa Rosa 
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"The body never lies." 
-- Martha Graham 

Readings: Valerie Frankel, Carol Dorf, Erin Hoffman









FOGcon 2 

light. What makes for an alien species worth reading about? What are the most 
extraordinary aliens authors have successfully portrayed? 

Moderator: Theresa Mecklenborg 
Panelists: Chaz Brenchley, Juliette Wade, Ann Wilkes 

Who Are You? 

Sacramento 

Exactly what is a body? Is it just the usual two arms and two legs? How does how we look 

or how we are shaped affect what we think of as us? Does a wheelchair become part of a 
person over time? Let's also discuss cybernetics, and their integration with a person's self­
image. 

Moderator: Betsy Lundsten 

Panelists: Courtney Eckhardt, Guy W. Thomas, Anaea Lay 

Readings: John Joseph Adams, Keffy R. M. Kehrli, Gary Kloster 

Santa Rosa 

11:45-1:30 P.M. 

Writer's Workshop 

Locations provided for registered participants 

Professional writers do round-robin critiques with aspiring writers. You must have pre­
registered to attend this event. 

1:30-2:45 P.M. 

Nalo Hopkinson Honored Guest Presentation 

Salon B/C 

It wasn't until Nalo moved to North America as an adult that she began to hear people 

saying wistfully, "But I have no culture." And yet, human beings make their own cultures 
and sub-cultures, beginning in childhood. Children everywhere build bonds with each 

other by accessing and re-enacting shared libraries of movement, rhythm and chants that 
are mysteriously passed down from generation to generation and across border·s of time 

and space. The skipping games, ring games and other types of repetitive 

movement/rhythm games we played as children stay with us for decades. Say the words 

"Mother, May I?" or "Brown Girl in the Ring" in the right places, and chances are you'll find 

scores of people of all ages willing and eager to teach you how to play the game. So; what 
movement/rhythm games did you play as a child? What types of games do we have in 
common? What can we learn about each other as we teach each other our childhood 

games? Join Nalo Hopkinson and award-winning children's writer Ellen Klages (and their 

respective toy boxes) so that we can all share an active 70 minutes of serious fun. Expect 

clapping, chanting, dashing about, and general silliness. 

Presenters: Nalo Hopkinson, Ellen Klages 

14 
































































